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	canal: Lower Fox River (Canalized)
	status: 3 locks open, 14 closed, but 13 under restoration
	state: Wisconsin
	county: Brown, Outagamie, Winnebago
	location: Neenah (Lake Winnebago) to Green Bay (Lake Michigan)
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1856 - 1983
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 39 mi
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: 17 - 145' x 36'
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: From Budget Brief 01-6, October, 2001, Wisconsin Legislative Reference Bureau
  "After a failed attempt by private developers, the locks and dams along the Fox River were completed by the State of Wisconsin in the 1850's, and commercial water traffic first crossed the state from Green Bay to Prarire du Chein via the Fox-Wisconsin River System in 1856.  The federal government took control of the system in 1872."  (Prarire du Chein is where the Wisconsin River empties into the Mississippi.)
   "The Upper Fox River locks (Portage to Lake Winnebago) were abandoned by the COE (U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers) in 1962.  Since 1983, when the Corps closed the Lower Fox River to commercial traffic, the federal government has discontinued its operation and maintenance of the locks and placed its property holdings in caretaker status.  Throughout the 1990's, the COE was threatening to fill in the locks and dispose of them, while local and state groups were urging an agreement that would turn the properties over to the state for development as a recreational and historic corridor."
   The transfer to the state was finally made on September 18, 2004.  The operation, maintenance, and restoration will be by the Fox Rover Navigation System Authority.
	desc: The Lower Fox River navigation consists of 17 locks arranged separately and in groups.  The groups are on short canal sections.  The separate locks and groups are accompanied by dams that will continue to be maintained by the COE for flood control purposes.  Only 3 of the 17 locks are currently operational (De Pere and Little Kaukauna Locks at the east end and Mensaha Lock at the west end).  The third lock from the east end, Rapid Croche Lock, will remain permanently closed and sealed as a barrier to sea lamprey and may be replaced with a boat lift, maybe like that at Big Chute in Ontario, Canada or a boat lift design.
  Locks going down river are: Menasha, Appleton (4), Cedars, Little Chute, Combined Locks (2), Kaukauna (5), Rapid Croche, Little Kaukauna (Little Rapids), De Pere.  The river drops 169 feet in 39 miles.  All of these locks show on USGS aerial photos (see Terraserver or Google Earth). There are also 2 guard locks, one above the combined locks and one above the Kaukauna Locks
   Stabilization work was done in 2005 on the Kaukauna Locks.  In 2006, the four Appleton Locks are being restored to operational condition with completion targeted for December, 2006. They should be in use in 2007. The Cedars, Little Chute, Combined Locks (2) segment is planned for restoration during 2007 and operation in 2008. The five Kaukauna locks are planned for restoration from November, 2007 to May, 2009. The construction of a boat lift over the Rapid Croche Lock is planned for December, 2008 to July, 2009. Through navigation is expected to be restored in the summer of 2009.
	group: Fox Rover Navigation System Authority
East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
Berlin Boat Club, Box 148, Berlin WI 54923

	biblio: Mitchell, D.C., Steamboats on the Fox River, Castle-Pierce Press, Oshkosh, WI, 1986, 209 pages
Larson, John W.; Those Army Engineers: A History of the Chicago District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 1979
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: original by: E.W. Salisbury, Commodore, Berlin Boat Club, Box 148, Berlin WI 54923
Revised by David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Revised
12/2/07
	group2: Appleton Yacht Club, Appleton, WI
Friends of the Fox (www.friendsofthefox.org)


