CANAL | {FOR ACS USE)

The Coal River -avigation, Yest 'irginia

DATEF OF CONSTRUCTION & CLOSURE
| STATUS Abandoned .1329-1355, eb. ca2.1330
LOCATION (ENDPOINTS OF CANAL) LENGTH

Peytona to the Yanawha, on the Coal, and 5 mis up Little Coal, CAMAL_— StAckwaTeR 4O T¥emaL_ 0z,

LIFT NER. DIMENKSIONS AGUEDUCTS TUNNELS

LOCKS Lock cHamer 25 % 1251 OVERALL wer,_ O sectiow size___ 0]

DESCRIPTION: [Type of navigation, featuras of note (include USGS coordinstes where usefull: e.g., feeders (navigable & otherwise), locks other than above,
type of locke, use of unusual materisl or methods of construction, present owner, present use ¢ condition, etc.]

The Coal River, which forks into the Big and Little Coal, rms through one of the most
abundant coal deposits kmom in the nineteenth century. A natural and essential route to mark-
et for the region, the Cozl was cdeclared a public highway in 1334. In 1849, the year of its
charter, the “oal Fiver iaviration Company wmcer Gen. illism S. Rosecrans cleared the river foy]
sluice naviration from Peytoma on the Big Coal to its mouth on the llanavha at St. Albans, a
distance of 35 miles. By 1355 the company had eomvleted a2 locke~and=dam navicstion for steambosts
up to Peytonz, invelving 3 locks and dams, of timber franes spiked topether and filled with
stone, 25 by 125 fe-t in the chanber. lavization up the Little Coal vms exten”ed for § miles by
a ninth lock and dam. Althourh an unsrecedented flood injuvred every lock and dam a few months
after complstion, the naviration was complsetely repsired an” strencthened. During the Civil wan
the works were cama~ed again, through injury and decay, bub were complelely repaired by a nevw
onoany, the lavi-atio noany of Conl Piver, chertered br est Virginia, T
NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVAT LON/RESTORATION:

PORTER'S NAM RESS : . ] DATE
ORI ot 142 5922 Cinco lobles Drive, “uarte, Calif. 91010 29 Tuly 1973

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: [Original aims of company, date of incorporatisn, prominent engineers, csuse of closure, significant alterations to structure oz
route, height of traffic date, transfers of ownership, etc.]

* the Little Coal was abendoned in 1371 when mining ceased there, but neviegotion on the Big
Coal was kept alive by the Peviona Cannel Coal Company until 1330 when it yielced to coapetition
by bituminous ecoal and petroleum. The iron worl: was serapved, the works ‘ecaved, and the river
was used only for rafting logs to sawnills near St. Albens. Today signs of the locks and dams
can still be seen, but most of the timber has roited away leaving buried, 'aterlogp-ed itixbers
and piles of stone. They should be preserved es mementoes of early navigation in ‘est Virginie.

BICGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: (Published works relating to Canall
Dean, il iam H., Steamboat Yhistles on the Coal, “.Va.Eistory llszazine,July 1971,pp.267-278
Gamble, J. leck, “hen Steamboats Plied the Coal River, S¢D Reflector,Jec.1966,0p.24-23,111.,m20.

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS. LOCATION OF PHOTOS. DRAWINGS & IMPORTANT PERIODICAL REFERENCES,

Annuel Leport of the Chief of -nginecers, U.S. Army, 1357 tcopied in S&D Reflector,June!71,0.12)
Annual Feporis of the Coal fiver levigation Company to the Virginia “oard of Public 'brks, in
Virginia State Library, Mchnond Virg%inia 23219, :
m o i . g d r Ly .

=1

tory

NATIONAL REGISTER & HAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS:

RETURN TO: CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE., C/0 P,H.STOTT. HAIMES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO, NEW YORk 10549

_USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TG MAKE AN IKDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING. CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG THE DOTTED LINE.



