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Revised: 8/1/04

From north to south

Canal Structure Name Lift Condition
PORT CARBON
Dam 1, Lock 1
Dam 2, Lock 2
Lock 3
Dam 3, Lock 4
Lock 5
Dam 4, Lock 6
Dam 5 Cape Horn Dam
Lock 7 Fenian's or Elijah Warner's Lock 12.75'
Lock 8 Garret's Lock
Dam 6, Lock 9
Locks 10 - 11 Waterloo, Warner's or Five Locks
Lock 12 (nw side of Schuylkill Haven) top of walls visible
Dam 7 only riffles in river
Lock 13
Lock 14
Lock 15 not found
Dam 8 remains just below railroad bridge
Lock 16 canal visible below site, no lock
Dam 9
Lock 17
Dam 10
Lock 18 Cap stones show in Lndigsvle park
Dam 11
Lock 19
Tunnel
Lock 20 berm side masonry, below tunnel
Lock 21
Dam 12
Lock 22
AUBURN
Dam 13 Auburn Dam remains both sides of river
Lock 23
Dam 14 Tom Lords Dam
Lock 24
Lock 25
Dam 15 Hummels Dam
Lock 26
Lock 27
PORT CLINTON
Dam 16 Blue Mountain Dam (24.9' high x 434')
Locks 28 - 29 24.9' access via marked towpath
Dam 17 Kernsville Dam (4.83' high x 476') remains at guard gate
Lock 30 Kalback's Lock lower cap stones visible
HAMBURG
Locks 31 - 32 28.6'
Lock 33 12.5' some masonry remains

Pigeon Creek Aqueduct much masonry & timber remains
SHOEMAKERSVILLE

Locks, Dams, Aqueducts
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Canal Structure Name Lift Condition
Lock 34-35 Mohrsville 21.9' ?
LEESPORT
Locks 36 - 37 21.87' cleared & protected
Dam 18 Herbines Dam
Lock 38 mostly filled to capstones
Locks 39 - 40 Peacock's Locks 28.18'
Dam 19, Lock 42 Felix Dam (14.8' high x 451') 14.81' intact, public river access
Dam 20, Lock 43 Leize's Dam (8.37' x 425') 8.37' chamber filled, outer wall intact
Dam 21, Lock 44 Shepps Dam (8.71' high x 317') 8.71' east lock wall visible below RR
Dam 22 Kissingers Dam (14' high x 296')
Lock 45 6' some well preserved masonry
Lock 46 Gille's or Reese's Mill Lock berm wall remains
Lock 47 0 no trace
Lock 48 Jackson Lock 7.5' minor traces
Dam 23, Lock 49 Little Reading Dam (Poplar Neck) 7.02' locks in excellent condition
Dam 24, Lock 50 Big Reading Dam (Lewis) 1.43' land wall remains, dam gone

Allegheny Creek Aqueduct Intact
Seidel Creek Aqueduct 3 spans in good condition
Indian Corn Creek Aqueduct some remains

Lock 51 8.47' mostly filled to capstones
Hay Creek Aqueduct Removed

Locks 52 & 53 Laurel Locks 24.61' Intact
Locks 54 - 55 Frick's Locks 18.33' Planned for restoration
Lock 56 Parkerford 10.89' not much remains

Pigeon Creek Aqueduct upstream ends well preserved
Lock 57 Schwartz's Lock 12.06' Preserved
Dam 25 Vincent Dam intact
Lock 58 Tower's Lock 0.50' excellent condition

Stoney Creek Aqueduct
Lock 59 Wissamer's Lock 16.96'
Dam 26 Black Rock Dam (8.4' high x 376') Intact
Lock 60 1.35' Planned for restoration

Crossman's Run Aqueduct Walls remain
Lock 61 Browers Lock 16.77' filled in, lockhouse intact
Dam 27, Lock 62 Pawling's Dam & Lock (4.3' high x 329') 4.3' berm wall intact, dam gone
Dam 28, Lock 63 Catfish Dam & Lock (4.83' high x 495.5') 4.83' well preserved lock, dam removed
Dam 29 Norristown Dam (9' high x 898') intact
Lock 64 0
Lock 65 Swedesford Lock 11.49'
Dam 30 Plymouth Dam (7.75' high x 527') intact
Lock 66 0 buried
Lock 67 buried
Dam 31 Flat Rock Dam (16.75' high x 523') Intact
Lock 68 1.26' Derelict
Locks 69 - 70 24.84' Derelict
Dam 32 Fairmount Dam (13' high x 1,200') Intact
Lock 71 - 72 13' Filled in
PHILADELPHIA

Most of the above information from:
The Schuylkill Navigation: A Photographic History  by Harry L. Rinker

Conditions from tours, W. de Nie, and others
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	canal: SCHUYLKILL NAVIGATION COMPANY
	status: Abandoned (Lock 60 restored 5/1/05)
	state: Pennsylvania
	county: Montgomery, Chester, Berks, Schuylkill
	location: Philadelphia (at Fairmont Dam) to Port Carbon
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1825-1846
	date2: 1846-1931
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 62 mi
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 46 mi
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 108 mi
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 71-18'x110'
	locks1: 120-15'x90'
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: In 1792, two companies were chartered by the State of Pennsylvania to build a navigable waterway between the Schuylkill and Susquehanna Rivers, improve the Schuylkill from Norristown to Reading, and build a canal from the Delaware River to Norristown.  By 1794, the companies had completed 15 miles of work, including several lift locks, and had spent $ 440,000, which exhausted their funds, and work ground to a stop for the next twenty-seven years.  The legislature granted the companies the right to raise another $ 400,000 by means of lotteries, but by 1811 the two companies, united under the name "Union Canal Company" had managed to raise only $ 60,000.
     In 1815, by act of the Pennsylvania legislature, a new company, the "Schuylkill Navigation Company," was chartered to complete the work on the Schuylkill River.
     The Schuylkill Navigation Company continued to operate from 1825 until 1870 when it was sold to the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company, one of its largest customers.  Under new management, the system continued operations until 1931.
	desc: The portion of the Schuylkill which was made navigable extended from Port Carbon, just above Pottsville, to Philadelphia, a distance of 108 miles. Of this route, 62 miles were by canal and 46 miles were by so called "slack water navigation pools" in the river itself, formed by a series of dams passed in each case by locks.  Between Port Carbon and Philadelphia, there were 92 locks to overcome a 588 foot difference in elevation.  Locks were 110 feet long by 18 feet wide after a rebuilding.  Much of the trade using the system consisted of arks, rafts, and boats carrying anthracite from the coal region into Philadelphia.
    An interesting side note on the construction of the Schuylkill system was a 450-foot long tunnel, completed in 1821 near Auburn, PA, through which the canal passed.  The tunnel passed through a low hill, which might easily have been avoided by laying out the canal line about a hundred feet westward. However, the proprietors of the company wanted a tunnel, knowing that it would be the first one to be constructed in the United states.  The tunnel grew to be a real curiosity and people came from as far as Philadelphia to see it.  It was shortened from time to time until about the year 1857, when it was reduced to an open cutting.
  The Manayunk and Oakes Canal sections remain mostly watered.
	group: Pennsylvania Canal Society
Schuylkill Canal Association
	biblio: "Amazing Pennsylvania Canals" W.H. Shank, 1977, American Canal & Transportation Center
"The Schuylkill Navigation: A Photographic History"  Harry L. Rinker, 1991, Canal Captain's Press
	reports: Excellent map by Bureau of Engineering, Department of Forests and Water, Harrisburg, PA, August 7, 1968 -- From original map date March 27, 1886, which is on file in the Archives Bldg., Harrisburg, PA
Many maps are available on line at www.racc.edu/library/canal/index.html
	landmk: 
	by: Original by: W.H. Shank, 809 Rathton Road, York, PA 17403
Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Revised
5/12/05


