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11ISTORICAL SIGNLFICANCE:

The Western Division Canal was authorized to start at Pittsburgh
and run upstream along the Allegheny River from Pittsburgh to a junc-
tion with the Kiskiminetas River at Freeport.

The same legislative act of February 25, 1826 which had started work
on the Eastern Division empowered the commissioners to proceed imme-
diately with construction east from Pittsburgh. However, work did not
get underway quite as promptly at this end of the state because there
was considerable debate about the selection of a suitable route. Survevs
were run on both banks of the Allegheny. The citizens of Pittsburgh
favored a south bank route, which would bring the canal into the heart
of old Pittsburgh, but the terrain on that side of the river made a north
bank route much more feasible. Citizens of the mewly incorporated
borough of Allegheny on the north side of the river directly opposite
Pittsburgh were delighted at the prospect of a canal terminal in their
community. They argued that the freight and the passengers could be
draved across the Allegheny River into Pittsburgh at little additional

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

cost. However, Pittsburghers objected vehementlv. They indicated that
thev had not agitated all these vears for a canal, to have it terminate in
a neighboring borough. A compromise was finally effected in the form
of an aqueduct across the Allegheny River, entering Pittsburgh opposite
the Grant-Liberty junction. This aqueduct was the longest and most
troublesome on the entire Pennsylvania Main Line route. A contract
for the agueduct was let on June 3, 1827, and when completed the
structure was 1140 feet long, 14 feet wide at the bottom, 164 feet wide
at the top and 8% feet deep with a foot bridge on one side, and tow
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Pennsylvania Canal Soclety diagonally in two courses would, it was hoped, hold the great weight
Easton, Pa. (Hugh Moore Parlk) of water. - o
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