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DEMSYLVANTL TEST BRANCH CAUTAL (For acs use)
DATES gF &ONSTRUCT ON & CEOSURE

STATUS Abandoned Built 185268=-123 Carca 1891
1 OCATION (ENDPOINTS OF CANAL} LeENGTH [miles)

e . . . . 0

Northumberland to Farrendville cana 79 sucomren_3__ vorar L3
LIFT NBR, DIMENSI] ONS AQUEDUCTS Y;-TUNNELS

KS

Loc 23 LOCK CHAMBER_ L1} pveraLl _about GOt l_ Wer. 15 _ secTiow stzE____ . 'l

DESCRIPTION: (Type of navigation, fsaturss of note (include USGS coordinates whare ussful}: ¢.9., feeders (naviqgable & othervisae), locks other than above,
type of locks. use of unusual material or sethods of CORBLIUCLION, PreSEnt owner, present use & condition, etc.l|

The ‘7est 3ranch Division made connection with the Susquehanna Division md
Horth Branch Division Canals at Northumberland's canal bagin. There wag an
cutlat lock to slackwater across the North 3ranch of the Susguehanna Rivsro,
just east of the canal basin. 4 towpath on the dovmstresrm side of the old
covered oridze broucht boats from the west bank (Suscueharna Tivisicen).

Trere was an outlet to the river, via locks 15 and 16, to mele connection
with Lewisbures (The Lewisburz "cross-Cut Canai') and a similar short connectior
to the heert of luncy {The "'uncy Cut"). The 3-mile slackwater section was
just socuth of lluncy. Thnere was a short slackwater sectiocn across Loyalsock
{reek at ‘ontoursville, an outlet lock to the river in downtovm ‘iilliamsport,
and a guard lock and outlet lock into a short slackwater section opposite

Topls Yoven, with a connection to the Znld Tiasle avisafior on the south side

MAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION: of -he viver at that noint

£

Pennsylvania Canal Society, ¢ Dick iix, 338 Lincoln avenue, Williarbost, Bp.
west Spranch Canal Socisty (inzctive) I Dr, 5id Davis, Nilton, 425 3rcadway

REPORTER'S NAME L ADDRESS: . l T DATE
Jilliam T, 3haniz, 302 Rathton 3d. Vork, “a. 17003 J 1/17/73

MISTORICAL SUMMARY: [Originai aims of company. date of incorporaticn, prominent sngineears, cause of closurs, significant alterations to StIUCTUr® or
routs, height of traffic date, transfers of owmership. etc.l

The West Branch Division Canal was being bullt by the Fennsylvania Canal
Commissioners at Earrisburs simultaneously with the Fennsylvania i"ain Line
ranal ané other state-ovmed connections to satisfd the tax-payers ol upner
sentral Psrnsylvania that they were not being neclected in the stave-wice canal
progzram. It was hoped originally that this canal wouid malre connection with

the upper illegheny River, but Farrandville was as far as the project was carri
The onal was a key factor in the developmeant of the Pennsylvania lumbering
resions in the vicinity o WWilliamsport, in the mid 180013. The State of ?ennf
sylvania sold the Viest Branch Canal to the Sunbury ané Zrie Railmced (a2 divilsig
of P.R.3.) in 1858, P.R.R. formed a division lmown as the Penngylvania Canal
Compang, which gontinued £ operate the canal for freisht until about 1591,

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: (Published works relating to Canall

1

Fages 39 thru lil "Amazing Pennsylvenia Canals” W.H.Sheni, 1965 tdition.
®ages 77-78 "The Permsylvania fain Line Canal” lieCullougn & Leuba, 1673 Zdékion

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS. LOCATICN OF PHOTOS. DRAWINGS & IMPORTAMT PERIODICAL REFERENCES

~etalled maps ixz the possession of Eighard Mix of Willismsport, Dr. Sidney
Tayis of Milton and William Shank of :ork, Za.

NATIONAL REGISTER § WAER (HISTORIC AMERICAM EMGINEERING RECORD) STATUS:

LETURN TO : CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, C/G P.H.STOTT, HAINES ROAD, MOUNT K1ScO. MEw vorx 10549 2

1
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USE ADDITIOMAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TO MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING. CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONMG THE DOTTED LINE.



