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CANAL STATUS ACS
SUSQUEHANNA DIVISION, Abandoned

Pennsylvania Canal System HAER

STATE/PROVINCE . LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
Pennsylvania
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: . . 1831-1895 ' I
Beny. Juiniata, Snyder, Union & Northumberland 37 4 41 12-17'x 90

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1

Duncan's Island to Canal Basin,
Northumberland

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Susquehanna Division canal ran north from the outlet lock located on the Susquehanna River north of Harrisburg at the west
end of the Clark's Ferry Bridge, on Duncan's Island, along the west bank of the Susquehanna River for 41 miles to a point opposite
Northumberland at the junction of the rivers West and North branches. Here, the boats were towed to the east bank of the West
Branch into Northumberland from a towpath on a bridge crossing the river. A needed slack water pool for this was created by
Shamokin Dam, which spanned the river below the junction of the branches. Boats then locked up into the Northumberland Basin,
which was the beginning point of the West Branch Canal and the North Branch Canal.

The division connected to the Eastern Division across the river at Clark's Ferry, the Juniata Division at the Amity Hall Basin, and
the West Branch and the North Branch Canals at Northumberland.

The engineers who designed and built the Susquehanna Division included: Simeon Guilford, Hother Hage, with canal office at
Liverpool, Francis W. Rawle, and A .B. Waterford. Work began in 1827 and was completed in 1831. This division had 12 locks (90
feet x 17 feet) raising the canal boats 86 feet from the Clark's Ferry slack water pool to the Northumberland Basin. It formed an
important link between the southern canal divisions and the canal divisions in the northern part of the state.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Today, this canal is covered by or closely followed by US 22 and US 11. At Clark's Ferry, the outlet lock was just downstream of
the west end of the present US 22 bridge. Proceeding west, US 22 is on the canal to about halfway west on Duncan's Island. At
that point, the highway and canal routes separate with the canal following the tree line that is south of the highway. At the
separation, Raisners's Lock is intact behind the house and buildings south of the highway. At the junction between US 22 and US
11, the junction basin and Lock 1 of the Juniata Division are intact in the woods on the southwest side of the interchange.
Proceeding north on US 11, the highway is generally on top of the canal with prism occasionally visible. The prism is somewhat
east of the highway at the road to the Millersburg Ferry. At Mahantango Creek, the canal is somewhat west of the highway and the
lock (south of the creek) and aqueduct ruins are in the woods. Some sections of intact canal are visible north of here. At Shamokin
Dam, the original dam has been replaced by a fabric dam that provides a summertime pool in the rivers at their junction. US 11
covers the canal as it skirts the mountain approaching the Northumberland Bridge. The canal basin in Northumberland is filled in.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Pennsylvania Canal Society

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Northumberland County Historical Society, Sunbury, PA
"Amazing Pennsylvania Canals: 150th Anniversary Edition", William H. Shank. 1981

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:

Investigation made by: i inal by William H. Shank, 809 Rathton Rd., York, PA 17403 Rvsd:
Address: Reformatted and revised by David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 2/25/10
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PA Canal - Susquehanna Division Structures

Notes:

Revised: 2/25/10

1) Locks are numbered upstream continuing from the Susquehanna Division
2) Core data from The Amazing Pennsylvania Canals, 150th Anniversary Edition by William H. Shank, PE

From Clarks Ferry, PA upstream on the right descending bank of the Susquehanna River

Mileage
from
Clarks
Lock # Name Ferry Lift (ft) Condition notes GPS Coordinates
- Clark's Ferry Dam 0 - Elev. 343.4'
1 Clarks Ferry - outlet 0 12.69 about 40E24'06.50"N 77E00'38.58"W
2 Raisiners 1.0 6 Intact 40E24'45.96"N 77E00'44.28"W
- Juniata Junction Basin 2.0 -
3 Buffalo 5.4 7.6
4 Montgomery 8.5 7.65
5 Mt. Patrick 10.2 6.82
6 Lower Liverpool 12.8 6.92
7 Upper Liverpool 14.1 6.43
8 Dry Sawmill 17.1 5.4
9 Mahantango 18.9 7.65 Intact In woods west of US 11 40E38'32.47"N 76E56'27.57"W
- Mahantango Aqueduct - Abutment and pier remains 40E38'33.84"N 76E56'24.50"W
10  General Williams 23.3 6.58
11 Port Treverton 25.3 7.63
- Shamokin Dam 36.0 1.86 Guard Lock
12  Outlet Lock 38.6 12.44
- Northumberland Basin 38.7 - Elev. 442.4', now sewer plant  40E53'04.62"N 76E47'44.71"W
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