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The North Branch of the Susquehanna Canal System commenced at
the basin at Northumberland which united the Susquehanna, the North .
Branches and the West Branch. Including the outlet lock to the river at
Northumberland, there were a total of nine locks on this section, of the
standard 17 feet wide by 90 feet long tvpe. The North Branch eriginally
ran 35 miles to the feeder pool at Nanticoke Falis. Ground was broken
at Berwick July 4, 1828 and the work on this section was completed in
1831. The important function of the North Branch was the supplying
of coal to the entire Pennsylvania canal system south and west of Nanti-
coke, an important anthracite distribution point. Interesting features of
the original North Branch Canal were: a sizeable aqueduct across F ishing
Creek at Rupert, 2 weigh-lock at Beach Haven, and a dam across the
river at Nanticoke. -

An 1834 project, known as The Wyoming, Extension, carried the
North Branch another 17 miles northeast, past Wilkes-Barre to Pittston.
A further extension of the north branch division, from Pittston along
the north branch of the Susquehanna River to Athens and the New York
state line, was begun in 1836, and after several long interruptions, due
to findntial difficulties was finally placed in operation in 1856. This
section went through a rather rugged portion of the state and over the
entire route (169 miles) between Northumberland and the state line
43 locks were required to overcome 334 feet of elevation. Five river
dams were built to provide stretches of slack water navigation, as well
as water to feed the canal sections, 29 aqueducts were constructed, and
229 bridges were built to carry local roads over the canal.

Final connection to the Erie Canal was made through an 18 mile
privately-built junction canal in New York state which linked the north
branch extension with Elmira. From this point the Chemung Canal ran —
north aleng Seneca Lake to make connections with the Erie Canal.

The canal boat “Towanda” was said to be the first boat to open interstate
trade between Pennsylvania and New York when, in November of 1858,
it took a load of anthracite coal from Pittston to Elmira. During later
vears of canal operation this connection permitted boats from the Penn-
sylvania canal system to travel as far from home as Buffalo, and Lake
Champlain.
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