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In June of 1829 the two-way section of the regular “Lehigh Canal”
was completed. No longer was it necesary for arks or boats going down
the bear trap lock system to be dismantled and sold in Philadelphia.
Now the beats could be returned upstream via the canal. The entire
project had taken only two vears to complete, from Mauch Chuqk to
Easton. The Delaware Division of the Pennsylvania Canal System,

authorized in 1827 for completion in 1829, was not opened for its entire
length until 1832, much to the annoyance of the impatient manager of
the Lehigh Canal System.

Josiah . White turned his attentior in the meantime to a possible
market for coal in New York via the Morris Canal, which was then being
constructed to join the Lehigh Canal at Easton. With admirable fore-
sight Josiah White had made the locks on his Lehigh Canal large enough ]

to handle boats of 150 ton capacity and he urged the Morris Canal
builders to deo likeurice. Howaevar, dacpite all hic plaae, tha Mnrric Canal

was built with locks comparablie to those of the Union Canal and hence
was handicapped from the very outset.

With water routes finally completed to both New York and Phila-
delphia, Josiah White now turned his attention westward, envisioning
a combination canal and rail route to make connections with the Sus-
quehanna North Branch Canal. His first move in this direction was to
provide a canal from Mauch Chunk north to the town of White Haven
(named in his honor) along a particularly rugged stretch of the Lehigh.
All the experts said this would require locks of such tremendous lLift
that the project was out of the question. Nevertheless Josiah tackled
the job, building a series of locks larger than any yet in existence in
this country. They were 20 feet in width, 100 feet in length with a
maximum lift of a full thirty feet. The Canal Commissioners, who
inspected the works in 1838, glowed in their praise: “We passed through
a succession of the largest, best-constructed and most easily managed
locks within our knowledge and of such magnitude as greatly to exceed
any public works in the whole United States. We were filled with
admiration and delight when we examined these stupendous works,
which have made the Lehigh from a shallow, wild, useless stream into
a calm and beautiful river, suited for all purposes of navigation, either
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