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The Muskingum River Improvement was essentially & slack-water navigation, The Improve-
ment began at Dresden on the Muskingum River, at the outlet of the Dresden Side-Cut,

which extended two miles to a junction with the Chio & Erie Canal at Webbsport. The
Side-Cut descended to the Muskingum River in three locks, The Improvement consisted of
11 dams, 5 side-cut canals and 12 locks, with a descent of 125'-6", The navigation was

principally by small steamboats of the Chio River. Locks were of cut stone, dams of
timber and gravel with stone abutments.
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The Muskingum Hiver Improvement was authorized by Chio lLegislature in 1836 as a branch of
the State's canal system. The purpose was to provide a second connection with the Ohio
River(The Chio & Erie Canal terminated at Portsmouth) closer to Pittsburgh and hopefully
generate more traffic between the Chio & Erie fanal and the Ohio River and the Pennsyl=
vania Main Line Canal. The Improvement was completed in 1841, ceded to the Federal
Government in 1886, severly damaged by the flooda of 1913 ard returned to the juris-
diction of the State of Chio in 1958. Zanesville,the largest town on the Improvement,
is of conaiderable historic interest, located where the National Road crossed the river.
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Muskingum River Navigation - Sheet 2
Additional Notes:
Asbuilt, the navigation consisted of eleven dams with associated locks. Most of the dams are of wood crib type.
During the Corps of Engineers period, a concrete cap was installed to replace the original wood sheathing. Dam 11,

Ellis, was rebuilt as a concrete structure by the Corps of Engineers.

All locks are of masonry construction with hand operated gates and valves. All locks are 150 feet x 35 feet and a
4'6" lift. Locks have wooden miter gates at both ends.

Lock and Dam 1, which was located at Marietta, OH, just upriver from the junction with the Ohio River was
eliminated when dam construction on the Ohio raised theriver level and eliminated the need for the lock.

The navigation is now a state park and the locks are open on summer weekends and holidays. Locks are being
rebuilt by the state, one at atime.

Locks and Dams are located as follows:

Lock & River Mile

Dam Name from the Ohio Side of River Notes
2 Devola, OH 5.8 Left Bank Closed for rebuilding in 2004
3 Lowell, OH 14.2 Left Bank On short canal
4 Beverly, OH 25.1 Left Bank On short canal
5 Luke Chute, OH 34.1 Right Bank
6 Stockport, OH 40.2 Right Bank
7 McConnelsville, OH 49.4 Left Bank On short canal
8 Rokeby, OH 57.4 Left Bank
9 Philo, OH 68.3 Right Bank
10 Zanesville, OH 76.6 Left Bank Tandem Locks on short canal
11 Ellis, OH 85.9 Right Bank

At Dresden, OH, atwo mile, side cut canal connected the river to the Ohio & Erie Canal at Webbsport. The side cut
canal had an aqueduct (now gone) over Wakatomika Creek at the north edge of Dresden and aflight of three
separated locks to descend to theriver. The three locks are intact without gatesin a grassy area next to Lock Street,
east of itsjunction with River Drive.



