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History & Use in Service; Use Since Abandonment: Bullt as part of the privately-owned Sandy Blld
Beaver Canal,the Bilg Turmel was designed to carry the waters of.the canal
through a ridge at the headwaters of Willard Run on the East w¥3% the head-
waters of Sandy Creek on the west., Begun in 1836,completion was scheduled
for three years in the future, Financial and engineering handicaps dalayed
completion until 1847, Never a financlal success,the canal at the summit leve]
was abandoned in 1854, The last boat through the tunnel was the "Hibernian'"
which made passage in the spring of 1852, Local legend states that only one °
boat ever completed passage through the tunnel, Another version of the same
tale adds that the boat became stuck in the tunnel and to this day is still
there, Records exist to show traffic maintaired from 1848 to 1852,

Deséription {visibile Remains at the site):Located at Mile 37 west,the Big Tumnel was 900 yards
longand was dug 120 feet below the surface of a ridge separating Sandy Creek
and Willard Run, Cut through solid sandstone, four vertical shafts of 89
feet in depth were s8sunk to facilitate the excavation of waste rock. Dimensionsg
of the tunnel were a height¥ of 17 to 18 feet with a prism of 40'X28'X7!',
No provision was made for a towpath,an endless chaln using statlonary powver
for propulsion was suggested,
The west end of the tunnel was floored to keep qulcksand from silting the
canal, The remainder of the canal was through solid rock and unsupported,
The cast portal can be seen from & local road , however it 1s covered by
eroded material, The prism here is still watered On U S highway "30 east of
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A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included on the reverse.



