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UISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: I I ' T

In the year 1814 the connection of Central New York with the Susquehanna
valley began to be talked of, either via Seneca Lake and the Chemung River,
of from Utica via the Chengngo Valley to the Susquebanna. The people of the
Chenango Valley became insistent as the Erie neared completion, and in 1825
the Chenago scheme was among the 17 proposed laterals whose surveys was order
in the "great canal bill."™ Building of the canal was authorized in 1833
from the Erie to Binghamton. Opened for navigation in the spring of 1837 at

a8 cost of.2.3 million. Tolls collected in 40-year life only $750,000.
Unfortunately all the locks were built of wood, requiring frequen{: repairs

after 1845. Construction of the extension to the Penn. system not begun
until 1863 and abandoned unfinished in 1871 after expense of $1.6 million.
Wusmisx Wooden locks replaced with stone gt intervals until 1871 but by
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