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SYATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Trensvorts tion/ Zngin=:ring/ Iniustry.

The politicel independence geoinsd by frerice in the
Revolution could be meinteined only by & country tlet wes
economicelly sslf-sufficient. hccordingly, far-sighted

gtetasmen end finenciers, £mons tnem Georgs Weshington end

Alexender demilton, focused on the problems of establishing
menuiectories and improving trensport: tion, The wer of 1412,
called by somz the “Szcand <e8r for Independence", reinforeed

the knowledge thet this new netion must become & menuf: cturing

one - varticulerly of 1iron goods,

New Jersey's Sighlrnds were the repository of nlgh
curlity ores, nowhere more generously d4stributed then in
¥Morris County. Hundreds of mines, forges, end furnsces hed
hed to shut down gfter the Ravolution for went of fuel end
nerkets, enjoyilng e brief but temporery revivel during the
Jar of 1812, Feking chercoel, then the only known fusl
cepeble of vroducing sufficient hest for the meking of iron|
hed denuded most of northern vew Jersey's woodlsend, &S moTe
end more rcrerge hed fel'en under the collier's gXe.

The discovery of enthrecite 4n northesstern Fennsylvenie
during the lest decede of the 18th century wes to hersld
s resurrzction of the lron industries, perticulrrly 1in
New Jersey, where they hed bean such # vitel psrt of the
totsl economy. Once it ned been demonstrsted thet
enthreeite wes o fuel suvarior to chercoel in both
performence fnd evellebility, it nsadad only to be nroved
more economicel., Whet wWes ne=dzd wes & method of trensportlygg
the coal, the iron ore, ¢end the iron products subsecuzntly
produced by the combinetlion of the two. By 1822, rfter
reviewing the success of the still-unfinished 3rie Csnel
in New York, the edvent of the Lehigh Censl, end the promiseg
of evellebility of fuel from Pennsylvenie, plus the
potentiel lucretivensss of the dorment New Jersey lron
industries, George P. NoCulloch of Morristown arrived at
e plen for e cosl-cerrying ernel thet would succeasfully
unite &1l those elements - cherply.

Originslly, MoCulloch hed thousht to coni-tTuct en
artificiel waterwey using Leke Hopeteong £s the sole source
of weter from the summit level erst end uest, end connactin
the Pecss:ric with the rusconeteong or Peruest R1VeTrs, et
points where those streems b2crme (or could be mede to be)
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