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North Michigan Waterway In use (summer months) AR
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Originally, this east - west route was an Indian waterway route between Lake Huron and Lake Michigan. The white man came
through in the 1880's and logged it off. In doing so, this logging area soon became a tourist area. Information gathered by Bev
Morant indicates that the lock at Cheboygan was built in 1869, reconstructed in 1927, and modernized in 1951. Before 1951, it
was hand operated.

The Cheboygan lock is owned by the State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources. The first lock at Cheboygan was built
in 1868 by the Cheboygan Slackwater Navigation Company. (from the History of Northern Michigan) It was purchased in 1923
from the Cheboygan Electric Light Company by the Michigan Public Service Company. In 1950, the Michigan PSC sold it to
Consumer Power Company of Lansing, MI. Consumer Power Company sold it to the state in 1967 for $ 1.00.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

From Lake Huron, the waterway extends 38 miles. It begins at the mouth of the Cheboygan River which extends upstream past
the first lock to Mullett Lake. From Mullett Lake the Indian River connects to Burt Lake. From Burt Lake, the Crooked River
connects past the second lock at Alanson to Crooked Lake and Pickeral Lake.

The Cheboygan River Lock seems to always have been approximately 75 feet long x 18 feet wide and a 12 foot lift. The
original lock and dam may have been built of logs and stone. The original dam included a log chute. A special bill was passed
through the Michigan Legislature in 1871 to allow the Cheboygan Slackwater Navigation Co. to collect tolls. A practice that still
continues.

The second lock on this route, the Crooked River Lock at Alanson, was built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. It is steel
and concrete. No tolls are charged. This lock is 66 feet long x 17.5 feet wide with a 13 foot lift.

In 2004, both locks appear to be operated by the State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources

Cheboygan Area Chamber of Commerce

American Canal Society

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
(all from 1975)
Michigan, Department of Natural Resources, Mr. Carl D. Dunster
Consumers Power Company, Mr. W.L. Reid
Cheboygan Area Chamber of Commerce, Joan Gallager
U.s. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit, MI, Mr. Michael J. Pirrini
Michigan State History Division, Leroy Barnett
"History of Northern Michigan",
State Library Services of Michigan, Richard j. Hathaway

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

Cheborgay Daily Tribune (April 15, 1967) article, Michigan State takes over locks

The Reporter (a local publication)

web sites see: http://www.cheboygan.com/waterways.php (Cheboygan Area Chamber of Commerce)
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr (Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources)
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