
 CANAL  STATUS ACS

HAER

 STATE/PROVINCE LIFT LOCKS

DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

 LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1

2

 TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: 3

4

 HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

 NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

 UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

 EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

 Investigation made by:  Date:

 Address:

Use additional pages for added information

 COUNTIES:

LENGTH
A

m
er

ic
an

 C
an

al
 S

oc
ie

ty
  C

an
al

 In
de

x

E
N

LA
R

G
E

M
E

N
TS


	canal: Keweenaw Waterway
	status: In service
	state: Michigan
	county: Houghton
	location: Lake Superior to Keweenaw Bay
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1891 to present
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: none
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: From American Canals # 80 by David Ross
   "The present waterway as a single unit dates from the federal government's purchase in 1891 of two canals: the Portage Lake and River Improvement Company canal from Portage Lake southeast to Keweenaw Bay and the Lake Superior Ship Canal Railway and Iron Company Canal from Portage Lake northwest to Lake Superior."  "The Portage River Improvement Company , as it was originally known, was formed in 1859 by some of the copper mining companies and two leading citizens of the copper country, Ransom Sheldon and his brother-in-law C.C. Douglass."  The company improved the Portage River allowing ships to navigate from Keweenaw Bay into Portage Lake, eliminating lighterage between Portage Lake and the Bay.
	desc: The waterway consists of a lake level, lock free waterway cutting northwest to southeast across the Keweenaw Peninsula of Michigan. It provides a sheltered shortcut for shipping and includes Portage Lake a little southeast of its center.  The only bridge across it is a drawbridge between Houghton and Handcock.  Maintenance is by the US Army Corps of Engineers.
	group: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
	biblio: 
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: 12/14/04


