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(SICRICA SIGNMFIOWC ine Betsle River Improvement Company, headed by lire Archibaid Jones,

t decided that there was a need to get timber, cord wood and tan bark to the doclis at

Frankfort, on Lake lMichigan. Without making a survey this mile long cut was made +to
straighten the Crystal Lake outlet to Bebtsie River. The outlat wva s also deepencd. On a

&.tyrisr Morninz, late in September, 1873 the final eut was made. { from The Trazcdy of
Srystal Lake by W.L. Case an eyewitness)" A very small stream it was at firss, ©u Tt
the  gentle incoming waves 2dded volume to its force until the 1ittle stream became a
strong current and within an hcur the soft sard in the artificizl channel was being rapid-
ly washed away and the water scon became an uncontrollable torrent,

The followinz Sunday Captain Miller took his steamboat "Onward" down

i the Betsie River into the New ({rystal Lake Outlet Canal and into Crystal Lake. The re-

turn trip was not sc easy for the boat was nov geing with the fast current. A r, William
4ilson 3id cut some logs from his land and use this canal a3 number of times for very
profitzble trips, The-is now  a 4am at tha entance to  the Crystal Izke Outlet Canal, .

AVSICAL BESCRIPTICS: About one mile long. The entrance from Crvstal Lakes into the outlet is
now blocked by a dam. The whole of Crystal Lake was drooved , initinine mile lepsth,
about 6 to 10 feet. This canal has no use except to  control the height”

of Crystal Lake because of the dam.
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at the dam or some easy to-get-to-place along the outlet.

| BIELIOGRAPHICAL SUMPLAK: -

e Trazady of stal Lake , by W.L. Case This story first arpeared in the
Benzie ﬂec;rdyln 19£§. The above title is the second edition of 1947 of which copies
are still available at this writing 5 Jan 1975. There are no exact dates. The book
says that work was started in the Summer of 1873 and the lake was tapped in mid.
September of 1873 on a Ssturady. “hen this stpry was written in 1922 by ir. Case
he also had other witnesses that verified these dates. Bepnzie Area Yistprical Museum

May be contacted at Benzonia, Michiean B9416 Mr, Shol+an M Case GQurator
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UNPUBLISHED RLUGRDS, PHOTUS, DRAWILGS (CEHE HALR,IES, wcal or Regreonal iistorical Sucreties, Linraries, ¢to, ).

Benzie Topograochy map, The Rzcord Publishinz Company, Betlzh, ¥ichigan 49417 publishes
The Trazedy of Crystal Lake by #.L. Case , Official Highway ¥ap of Benzie County shous
Crystal Lake, Crystal Lake Outlet C anal to Betsie River.

EXISTING OR RLCOMMENDED LANUMARK STATUS (CLHR, National Register, ete.):
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RI'PORTER'S NAME &4 MJDRISS:E.W. Morant 61 wcst Bonita Sierra mdr’eL Callfor‘nia 9102'.‘ ] 5 Jan 1975
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