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CANAL clinton -Kalamazoo Canal STATUS ACS

only partly built

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE Michigan LENGTH LIFT LOCKS

DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES: planned 216 mi. ?

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1
Mount Clemens to Singapore at Lake Michigan

(Planned route)

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The canal was planned to connect Lake St. Claire to Lake Michigan across southern Michigan. Construction was begun July 20,
1838. Construction was slowed by lack of money and ended in 1845 after the bankruptcy of the Morris Canal & Banking
Company. Only the eastern 16 miles from the Clinton River at Mt. Clemens to Rochester, Ml were completed and that was lightly
used. This section contained 17 oak locks and one aqueduct and rose 200 feet. Both the Clinton River and Clinton Township are
named for Governor Dewitt Clinton of New York.

The canal was a product of the canal fever following the opening of the Erie Canal. It's construction was halted by the economic
recession in the 1840's that also delayed the enlargement of the Erie Canal. By the time prosperity returned, railroad technology
had developed sufficiently to supercede the canal.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Locks were of wood and are buried or rotted. The elevation change of 200 feet in 17 locks on the completed section gives an
average lift of 11-3/4 feet per lock, high for early canals.

One aqueduct was built across the Clinton River and its remains are visible near the Yates Cider Mill in Rochester Hills, MI.

The number of planned locks and aqueducts is not known to the author of this sheet, but the route shows several river crossings
including the Grand River in the center of the route. The route does not follow the natural drainage, but was apparently planned to
promote the economy of the region.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
"The lll-Fated Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal", Rochester, MI, Rochester Historical Commission, 1983
Fisk, H.W.,"Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal" American Canals # 43 page 9

Web sites:
http://www.michmarkers.com/pages/S0096.htm
http://www.libcoop.net/mountclemens/canal.htm
http://shelbyhistory.tripod.com/id19.html
http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-15481_19271_19357-56876--,00.html
http://clintontownship.com/histcanal.htm
http://iwww.ctwphc.org

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 6/10/06
Address:

Use additional pages for added information
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