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HISTORY & USE IN SERVICE: USE SINCE ABANDONMENT ; In Order to get to th. Potoma.c River at George_
town and thence to points on the river to discharge cargoes of coal, canal
boats had to pass through congested Georgetown, the four 1ift locks (Locksl=k),
+3 mile of silted Rock Creek, and then through the terminal point of the Tide
Lock into the Potomac River.In order to expedite the process, it was proposed
first to built an outlet lock mbove Georgetown, and then later decided to carr
out the pr0£05a1 of Chlef Engineer Hutton to build an inclined Plane 1.72 miles
above Lock 4.In 1878, 1918 boats pmssed through and the incline was known as
the largest in the world, a model being exhibited at the World's Fair in Paris
touting that fact. Though the inecline was used actively for only a short time,
boats passed periodically for several years, one witness testifying to this red
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Boats mssed through s structure resembling a lock (wltl.
no 1ift) functioning as a stop gate into a calsson 112° long, 16'9" wigh and '
7°'10" high which rested on 6, six-wheeled trucks fitted to four iron rails 600+
long on a 1312 slope, The caisson with its load was counterpoised by four wa-
ons loaded with stone, running pairs on a line of way laid with four rails on
each slde of the incline. The total weight of the calsson, with its load of
water and floating canal boat, and trucks, was 390 tonas. After a year's opera=
tion the water was drained from the caisson to reduce the weight, The incline
vercame a difference of elevation of 39°'., The stone work at the upper end was
1 but obliterated by railway construction ¢l1906, There is the semblance of
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The GQeorgetown Canal Incline (an alternate name

for the Georgetown Inclined Plane-~-as is the 0ld Boat Incline) is closely

associated with the four lift locks in Georgetown, as the incline was built

to clrcumvent a passage through them. At milegge 2,28 (just below the upper
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Skramstad, TECHNOLOGY AND CULTURE, Vol. 10, No. 4, October, 1969.
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An archeological dig should be made here--as recommended by the reporter to
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IF AT ALL FEASIBLE, A PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO THE REVERSE SIDE. A SKETCH MAP OF THE SEITE IN RELATION TO SURROUNDING AREA
WOULD ALSC HELP.



