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- IDESCRIPTION: [Type of navigation, features of nots (include USGS coordinstes whare useful); «¢.¢., feedars (navigable & otherwise), locks other than above.
hoda of ion, R ovnet, use & condition, atc.)

type of locks, use of umusual material or

The C.& 0. Cenal was dug by hand through various soileé from led e
at natural falls to sand in flatland. Guard Lockggat ends were of cu% g%gnﬁt;
end others of timber backed by loose laid rock., Boats were two masted, towed
by horses in canal with masts lowered to pass under bridges and sailed on
Sebago 2nd Long Lekes. Several feeder canals nlanned but none constructed.
Most of ditch and some locks remain visible mostly on private property, with
many interesting sites for possible restoration. ’

¥ MAMES £ ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERMED WiTH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

Cumberland & Oxford Canal Association
Joel Eastman, Sec'y, 36 Lester Dr., Portland, Me. 04103

REPORTER’'S MAME & ADDRESS: DATE
Ernest Knight, Pres. Raymond, Me, 04071 15 Margh 1975

enginsers, ceuse of closure, significant altarations to stIuctare or

- HISTORICAL SUMMARY: {Original aims of company, date of incorp on, p
= routs, beight of traffic date, transfers of ownership, etc.]
._ C.& 0. Cenal Corporation chartered in 1821 to open the interior of
Cumberland and Oxford Counties to tidewater commerce at Portland. Holmes

ot

Hutchinson from the Erie Canal was the engineer, other officials from Portlan:
and local area. Maximum of 150 boats in use 2t one time in prosperous period
from 1830 to 1850, then business decreased as railroads were built to east
and west of the canal route. MNortgages defaulted in 1850's and canal passed
to private ownership until abandoned in early 1870's but boats continued to
gggg? the lake communities from the railroad at Sebago Lake Stationuntil

g, )

BI0GRAPHICAL SUMMARY: [Published works relating to Canal]

Many papers have been written but no majof published works.
Corporation Records at the Maine Historical Society Library, Portland
- )

l UNPUBLISHED RECORDS. LOCATION OF PHOTOS. DRAWINGS £ IMPORTANT PERIODICAL REFERENCES

Some photographs and documents held by families and séme by members
of the associztion.

MATIONAL REGISTER & MAER (MISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS!:
Listed on the National Register in 1974,
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