American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL Red River Waterway STATUS ACS

(J. Bennett Johnson Waterway) In operation HAER
STATE/PROVINCE ] LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
Louisiana (& proposed into Arkansas & Texas) DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES: 1977-95 - present 250 mi 250 mi 5 - 84'x685'

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):

Shreveport, LA to Mississippi River !

2

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: 3

ENLARGEMENTS

4

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:
The Red River was cleared of obstruction of the "Red River Raft" up to Shreveport by Captain Henry Shreve by the mid-1870's..
It was then operated as a natural, seasonal navigation.

Congress authorized further improvement in the 1968 River & Harbors Act. The project calls for a 9 foot deep by 200 foot wide
navigation channel from the Mississippi River to Shreveport- Bossier City, LA. The project opened to commercial traffic on
January 1, 1995 with five locks and dams. This is known as the J. Bennett Johnson Waterway.

Further upstream improvements have been proposed and are being studied.

One proposal goes west from Shreveport with locks at the dams for Caddo Lake and Lake of the Pines and one other site to
Daingerfield, TX

A second proposal continues up the Red River with a sixth lock above the I-220 bridge outside of Shreveport and either one
more lock to Garland, AR or two more locks to either Fulton or Index, AR Each lock is to have a lift of about 34 feet. The studies
for these options were to be completed in 2005..

An additional proposal would extend navigation beyond Index to Denison, TX

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
Going upstream, locks are as follows; (From Quimby's Cruising Guide & internet sources)
Lock & Dam 1 (Lindy C. Boggs L & D), Markeville, LA River mile 44.0, 84' x 685'
Lock & Dam 2 (John H. Overton L & D), Alexandra, LA River mile 74.5, 84' x 685", lift 24'
Lock & Dam 3, Colfax, LA River mile116.5, 84'x 685", lift 31
Lock & Dam 4, Coushatta, LA River mile 168.5, 84'x 685", lift 25'
Lock & Dam 5 (Joe D. Waggonner L & D), Shreveport, LA River mile 200, 84' x 685', lift 25'

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Vicksburg District, Corps of Engineers

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

notes on progress in the Waterways Journal

The American Canal Guide, Part 3, pp. 11-12 (1979)

Quimby's Cruising Guide

North American Waterways Map and Index; Edwards-May, David; Euromapping, 2005

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):
There is an interesting painting of Capt. Shreve clearing the Great Raft, in the R.W. Norton Art Gallery in Shreveport, LA, see
illistration in the American Canal Guide

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: Qriginal by: W.E. Trout, 1932 Cinco Robles Drive, Duarte, CA 91010 (6 Oct 81) Date: Revised
Address: retyped and added to by David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 1/21/06
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