CANAL

| (FOR ACS USE)

Souinern Route (Fentucky, Tenn, and 3a.) PyT—— 1 CpSoRE
ATE CONSTRUCTION & C
sTatus  SURVEYED ONLY , 1874 - 1R3E
'I' . . . NG TH isti y
LOCATION (ENDPOINTS OF CAMAL)  prom the junction of the Kentucky ?(L ¢ o “Stlnag?g
- and the Chio rivers to Augzusta, Ga., on the Savannah. CANAL__Z_ SLACKWATER_ TOTAL___Lo
LIFT NBR. DIMENSTONS AQUEDUCETS TUNNELS
O
LOCKS LOCK CHAMBER OVERALL | e, SECTION SIZE 1
DESCRIPTION: [Type of navigation, features of note [include USG5 coordinates where useful); =.g., feeders (navigaple ¢ o%hcrvj.ul. logks othar fhan above,
type of locks, use of unusuel material or wethods of construction, PTesent ownar, present use & condition, stc.] eport o1 .ata?%e Lnglneer,

tentucky Senste Journal, 1835-36: " - froa the Ohio up the Kentucky River by locks and dams to
the taree forrs of the Ientucky; thence up the South Fork {Red Bird River) and Goose Creek to thp
salt works (3arrard Works, 3E of Hlanchester); tnence by canal into Cumberlandg River at Cuzberlizaaf
Pord {Finevilie); thence 4 miles in Cumberland River to mouth of Yellow Creek; thence by canal ip
wed of Yellow Craek to Cumberland Gap; through Cumberland Gap by a tunnel and by canal thence 1o
Pswell's River, 5 miles below; down - - into the Clinch and Tennessee, and up the Hiwassee by
losks and dams; from the Hiwassee — - by a canal to the navigable waters of the Savannah at the
nead of steamboat navigation - .  Surveys indicated: Xentucky o the three Torks, about 175
=iles, 17 locks and dzos; South Tork to Goose Creek, 42 niles, 16 locks and dams; Gooss Creek to
fusserland Ford, 38 miles, 160' lockaze needed. The nindsight afforded by later Geolozical
;arvey maps indicate that the route should have been by way of the Little Tennessee and the
Tuzaloo Eivers and the sxverience of the L & ¥ RR shows that the planned tunnel was impractical.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

None

REPORTER'S NAME & ADDRESS: DATE
"L. 4, Richardson, Rt. 2, Box 346, Gainesville, Ga. 30501 11/4 /1575
HISTORICAL SUMMARY: (Original aiss of company, date of incorporation, prominent engineers, cause of ¢losure, significant alterations to BTFUCTUre o:_
. route, height of traffic date, transfers of ownership, etc.} gyen before 1800, Kentucky was working to imp:‘ove navi-
Much effort was expended on the Kentucky and its main tributaries.
creat problem remesined, the long trip to the New Orleans markets, via the Chio and
Completion of the grest vastern cernal systeums in the 1830's zuz-estzd other fos-
sihilities, UYorthern Xentucky merchants and the influential salt refiners alonz thz South Fork,
concsived the idea of a "Southern Route" as opposed to the "Northern Route” up the Onio and via
canal o the =ast. The line was surveyed to the Tennessee border by 1836 and some conatruction
~as hezun. .lithough nothing was dons in excavating the various can:l sections, sporadic work on
the rivers by the State and by private enterprise continued until 1880, when all river imporve-
ents were turred over to the Federal government.

zaztion on her major rivers.
Howzvar, the
dississippi.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: [Published works relating to Canal] N

The Xeniucky River Navigation, Mary Verhoeff, Filson Ciub, Louisville, 1917.
“—{73is voluze incluces & comprzhensive bibliography)

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS. LOCATION OF PHOTOS. DRAWINGS & IMPORTANT PERIGDICAL REFERENCES

NATIONAL REGISTER & HAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS!

. MRETURN TO:

CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, C/0 P,H.STOTT. HAINES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO, NEW YORK 10549

USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
t0 MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING, CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG THE DOTTED LINE.



