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un at Fort Wayne in 1832 the Wabash and Erie was oniginally intended to connect the waters ol the Wapash River with Lake Erig at Taledo,
Ohlo. It reached Lafayette 10 1341, and was then exterded to Terre Haute, which 1l reached in 1049 Construction was then conttrumd aiong the
line of the uncompleted Cress Cut Canal 1o Worthington in Greene County where it 1ained the uncomoleted Southern Division of the Centrat Canat,
following that route to Evansville
The Wabash & Ere Cana! was compieled to Evansyille 1n 1853, With Its 452 miles between Toledo and Evansvilie, of was the longest canal in
America. The Southern Division fSouth of Terre Hawute) was nevel A linancial success and was ¢ lased n 1860 alier only seven years of Iitfyul
operation. The nafthern seclions continued 0 operation unt() heglect and decay won out 1n the mig-1870s
ARhough the Wabash & Erie Canal latled 10 show a profit 1o 1ts Investars. ang was a hinancial embarrassrent o the Stale of Indiana. I1s
contribution to the economic growth of the Northern third of the State cannat be underestimated The canal vovided an outlet for the praduce of
one of the largest and richest Aagnicultwal regrons of Ingiana thereby opening up that region 1o sctticrwnl  The canat smeed the rowth of
ANy Communities alang it roule . whirh WIS v mar ket and shijae O S Lo QOUAN COMNEY 1Ty ite) e oty 1w 5LAte Many UTMEQrants Came
to Indiana via the Watash & Etig. sls peak years COMespOnaIng wilh 1'e eak years of Dwrman THARtion 1o the Linited Rtates, thus accounting for
much of Northern Indiang’ haavily Goreean hetitage
in the years hefore |B4b,?when the canal was o::n::w;F o Tolede and the tasi, mucr of the commerce ol Mofthern Indiana was shipped. via the
Wabash, Ohjc ang MiSSISSIpp1 fivars to New Orleans for marhet giving Ind:ana some YEry SHrong 1ies to the South However by the Timg of the
Civel Wiw |, the ¥anaLh-Ene Canal and fhe failroads which followed 1t had feversed the flow of altic ana - vids $o that Ind1ana tooked to Eastern
mAarkets . rather than Sauthern The sigmilicance of These Circumstances to the eventual olcome ol the War will never be known, bt it s nteresting
1o note thal in Southern Indiana, Aaricultural and with strong ties 1o the South vid the New Orleans markets, proConfageration leeling was relatively
high, while Northern indiana was Strongly pro-Unian and contributed heavily to the Norihern war etfort
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Im'?f JAgechly to'a decision heretolure made by your baarg, the canal, when completed, will be 40 teet wide at the surtace, and 4 feet geep,
and the locks will be 90 teel long and 15 feet wide n the Chamber. correspanding with the ¢an 5 of New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio
.t while these dimensions are mamntamned as the rminimum size of the camal, i 1s belweved 1o be 900d poliCy to 1ncrease both its width ana depth
wheraver this can be done without adding matersaliy 1o the cost . " Jesse Lynch Withams Chief Enginger 1o State of Indiana Dec 5. 1833

There were 73 locks . 19 agueducts, 16 dams, 239 culverts, 178 road bridges. ard 15 wasle weirs Lockage fom Fort Wayne eastward to the
Onio State Line was 20 5 feet: from F ort Wayne 1o Temre Haute, 206 feet: Terre Haute wp to the Eel River summit 79 feel: and from the Eel
River summit in Clay County to Evansville. the lockage was 163 feet

! e 73 locks. 14 were buill of cut stane, & were ‘composite” Iocks, with ary stone walls walerprooled w1t aak planks: 39 were bu !t on the
{ illed "timber crib plan' and the other 14 were burit on the 'timber frame plan’

Dams ware buiit of timber, rough stome, and earth Very hittle survives of any ol these dams

Most of the culverls were built of timber, although several were bulll of cut stone. Only towr of these Stone-arch culverts swvive

Agueducts wefe also largely buill of timber. Stone abulments survive al the sites ol several of the agueducts (n the Northern part of the state.

but those in the South were almost entltely of timber . A notable excgplion 1s the While River AqueguCl whose abutments and piers, bullt of stone.
NOW CarTy a railraad across the fiver at a pont just North of Petersburgh

Timber was used extensive ly because of a lack of good buitding Stone i1n 1he Wabash valley. ana because ol the anded expense of stone
wor i when the canal company coutd ill attord it
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CARROLL CUUNTY WABASH & ERIE CANAL. INC. P.O Box 255, Delphi. Indiana 46923

IBLIDIE G, L CIAMaR
mnérfw REF’ORTSMO‘FF{'HE CANAL COMMISSIONERS 1828-1871 State of Indsana

INDIANA CANALS Paul Fatout -- Puwaue Univarsily Press West Lalayette, Ingjana 1972

FORT WAYNE DURING THE CANAL ERA 1828-1855 Charles R. Poinsalte Indianapolis. 1965

. OLD TOWPATHS --Alvin F Hartow New York, 1926

County and local histories rom the latter portion of the nineleenth century are often quite helptul on 1ocal matlers. but are not necessally accuwrate.
For an article on FOUR TYPES OF LOCKS USED ON THE WABASH & ERIE CANAL. See INDIANA WATERWAYS Voi. 1, issue 3, February, 1982
(pub. by Canai Soc. of Ind. F ot Wayne)

For a survey of culverts on the Whitewaler and Wabash & Erie canals, see WATER OVER WATER in the Ingiana Migazine of Mistory, March, 1983
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