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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Hennepin Canal was first suggested in 1839 by Joseph Galer, a former construction superintendent on the Ohio and Erie
Canal, and by Dr. Augustus A, Langworthy, a land speculator. Its construction was urged, in varying degrees of intensity, by local
interests for the next 50 years. The main argument supporting construction was the necessity of a short, direct commercial link
between the upper Mississippi Valley and the Great Lakes. Support for the project increased after the civil war as railroad freight
rates sky-rocketed. The The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers began construction in 1890. When completed, it was the first canal in
America to be built entirely of Portland cement - concrete; the artificial stone was substituted for traditional cut stone facings in the
canal’s locks and dams. The Hennepin, then called the lllinois and Mississippi Canal, was operated from October 24, 1907, until
July 1, 1951, as a navigable commercial waterway by the Rock Island District of the Corps of Engineers. It was, however, never a
successful transportation investment. In 1929, the peak year, only 30,000 tons were moved -- that is 1/600 of the maximum
planned capacity. The canal did shorten the distance from Rock Island to Chicago by almost 500 miles and served as a training
ground for engineers who later built the Panama Canal. The most obvious problem was that the canal and its locks were too small
in relation to those on other waterways by the time construction was finished. After lengthy deliberations and renovation by the
Corps of Engineers, the canal was transferred to the State of lllinois under the stewardship of the Department of Conservation on
August 1, 1970. It is now part of the Hennepin Canal Parkway State Park.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: o o . . .
The Hennepin canal traverses the divide between the lllinois and Mississippi Rivers, therefore the name lllinois and Mississippi

Canal. It leaves the lllinois River about two miles above the town of Hennepin, lllinois, from which its current name was taken, at a
point known as the Great Bend where the river turns from a westerly course to run almost due south. It proceeds northwesterly
until it enters the Rock River near the mouth of the Green River. It follows the Rock to Milan, lllinois, after which it goes through Big
Island and enters the Mississippi about three miles below Rock Island, lllinois. The water for the canal is drawn from the Rock
River at a point near Sterling - Rock Falls, lllinois. A feeder canal (29.3 miles long) joins the main line on the summit level (11 miles
long), from which the canal flows southeasterly towards the Mississippi River (descending 93 feet in 46 miles) and southeasterly
towards the lllinois River (descending a little under 200 feet). There are 33 locks on’ the canal. All are still visible, but the one at the
lllinois River has been partially backflooded since the 1930s. There is a lock at the head of the feeder and 32 on the mainline. All
are manually operated with ordinary mitre gates, except for 14 with “Marshall” upper gates. These gates operate by being raised
and lowered on a horizontal axis, much like the door on a rural mailbox. The canal included 9 aqueducts, 8 on the mainline (of
which 5 remain); 2 emergency gates (1 of the miter type & 1 of the Desfonteines type); 2 dams in the Rock River (a moveable one
at the feeder and a steel dam at Milan, IL where the mainline comes in). In the 1950's, one Marshall gate lock and 4 ordinary type
locks were restored, but are not operated. The others were converted to spillways at their upper ends to maintain a 5 foot depth.
The original depth of the canal was 7 feet. Also, three of the aqueducts on the mainline were replaced by siphon culverts. The
usual width of the canal is 50 feet at the bottom and 80 feet at the original waterline. The canal has passing turnouts every 4 or 5
miles and is wider above and below locks. The canal included a towpath, but normally steam or diesel powered craft were used.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

Friends of the Hennepin Canal, Sheffield, IL 61361
Hennepin Canal State Park, Sheffield, IL 61361

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Armstrong, Ruth J., "The lllinois and Mississippi (Hennepin) Canal" unpublished master's thesis, lllinois State University at
Normal, 1961

Schmidt, Carolyn 1., "Hennepin Canal" tour book, Canal Society of Indiana, 2005

Steinbach, John J., "History of the lllinois and Mississippi Canal" npublished master's thesis, lllinois State University, 1964
Tweet, Roald, "A History of the Rock Island District Corps of Engineers" Chapter V, "lllinois and Mississippi Canal" U.S. Army
Engineer District, Rock Island 1976

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

Rock Island District Office, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island, IL
lllinois Department of Conservation, Historian, District 1, Galena, IL

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):
The entire canal is on the National Register of Historical Places.

note: the Feeder is in Whiteside & Bureau Counties

Date:

nvestigation made by: o oinal by: Mary M. Yeater, 507 Gear Street, Galena, IL 51.35 (12/9/75) Revised
Address: Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 1/7/08
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Distances on the Hennepin Canal

Page 1
MAIN CANAL
Reference Point Distance from lllinois River Mileage to Bridge 15 at VC
lllinois River 0.0 23.0
Lock 1 0.3 22.7
Lock 2 1.3 21.7
RR Bridge 1 (Chicago, Rock Island, & Pacific) 1.6 21.4
Bridge 1 1.8 21.2
Lock 3 1.9 21.1
Lock 4 & Aqueduct 1 (inverted siphon) 3.5 19.5
Bridge 2 4.3 18.7
Lock 5 4.6 184
Bridge 3 6.2 16.8
RR Bridge 2 (Chicago, Rock Island, & Pacific) 6.4 16.6
Lock 6 6.4 16.6
Lock 7 7.2 15.8
Bridge 4 7.5 15.5
Lock 8 8.2 14.8
Lock 9 8.4 14.6
Bridge 5 9.2 13.8
Lock 10 10.2 12.8
Bridge 6 & Lock 11 11.0 12.0
Lock 12 & Aqueduct 2 (inverted siphon) 11.7 11.3
Lock 13 124 10.6
Bridge 7 12.6 104
Bridge 8 13.1 9.9
Lock 14 13.2 9.8
Lock 15 13.8 9.2
Lock 16 14.0 9.0
Lock 17 14.2 8.8
Bridge 9 14.3 8.7
Aqueduct 3 15.0 8.0
Lock 18 15.3 7.7
Bridge 10 16.0 7.0
Lock 19 16.1 6.9
RR Bridge 3 (Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) 16.7 6.3
Lock 20 17.1 5.9
Lock 21 & Lift Bridge 17.4 5.6
Bridge 11 (Route 6) 17.9 5.1
Bridge 12 18.5 4.5
Bridge 13 19.0 4.0
Bridge 14 21.4 1.6
RR Bridge 4 (Chicago Northwestern) 22.2 0.8
Bridge 14A (Route 40) 22.3 0.7
Bridge 15 & Emergency Gates 23.0 0.0
Bridge 15A (1-80) 23.2 0.2
Bridge 16 25.1 2.1
Bridge 17 26.0 3.0
Bridge 18 27.0 4.0
Bridge 17A 27.8 4.8

Continued next page
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MAIN CANAL
Reference Point Distance from lllinois River Mileage to Bridge 15 at VC
Feeder Junction 27.9 4.9
Bridge 18A 28.3 5.3
Lock 22 & Bridge 19 28.9 5.9
Aqueduct 4 30.5 7.7
Bridge 20 30.8 7.8
Bridge 21 31.0 8.0
Bridge 22 33.1 10.1
Bridge 23 (Route 78) 34.6 11.6
Aqueduct 5 35.2 12.3
Bridge 24 36.5 13.5
Bridge 25 37.4 144
Bridge 26 37.9 14.9
Lock 23 38.0 15.0
Bridge 27 38.5 15.5
Bridge 28 39.6 16.6
Bridge 29 40.7 17.7
Bridge 30 41.5 18.5
Bridge 31 42.5 19.5
Bridge 32 43.3 20.3
Aqueduct 6 43.5 20.5
Bridge 33 43.7 20.7
Bridge 34 45.7 22.7
Bridge 35 47.0 24.0
Lock 24 & Bridge 36 48.1 25.1
Bridge 37 (Route 82) 49.2 26.2
Aqueduct 7 50.3 27.3
Bridge 38 51.5 28.5
Bridge 39 52.6 29.6
Lock 25 53.6 30.6
Lock 26 & Lift Bridge 40 54.7 31.7
Aqueduct 8 (inverted siphon) 56.9 33.9
Lock 27 57.0 34.0
Bridge 41 (Dayton Corners) 58.1 35.1
1-80 & I-74 59.5 36.5
Lock 28 59.5 36.5
RR Bridge 5 (Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific) 59.7 36.7
RR Bridge 6 (Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) 60.1 37.1
Bridge 42 60.1 37.1
Lock 20 & Rock River 61.8 38.6
MILAN SECTION
Lock 30 (Milan Section) 70.6 47.6
Lock 31 (Milan Section) 73.1 50.1
Lock 32 (Milan Section) 75.1 52.1
Mississippi River 75.2 52.2
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FEEDER CANAL

Reference Point Distance from Rock River Mileage to Bridge 15 at VC
Guard Lock (Lock 33) 0.1 34.3
Bridge 43 (Rock River) 0.1 34.3
Bridge 44 (Dixon Avenue) 0.6 33.7
RR Bridge 7 (Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) 1.0 33.3
Bridge 44B (Eleventh Street) 1.1 33.2
Bridge 44A (Route 30) 2.0 32.3
Bridge 45 (Route 40) 2.2 32.1
Bridge 46 3.6 30.7
Bridge 47 4.9 29.4
Bridge 48 5.5 28.8
Bridge 49 8.5 25.7
Bridge 50 8.9 25.3
Bridge 51 12.0 22.3
Bridge 52 13.0 21.3
RR Bridge 8 (Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) 13.4 20.9
Bridge 53 14.0 20.3
Bridge 54 15.0 19.3
Bridge 55 16.1 18.2
Bridge 56 (Route 92) 17.2 17.1
Bridge 57 18.6 15.7
Bridge 58 19.5 14.8
Bridge 59 21.2 13.2
Bridge 60 22.6 11.7
Aqueduct 9 23.1 11.2
Bridge 61 23.4 10.9
Bridge 62 25.4 8.9
Bridge 63 27.0 7.2
Bridge 64 27.4 6.9
Feeder Junction (Basin) 29.3 5.0
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